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ÅTurkey is surrounded by two European and six Asian countries for 

neighbors along its land borders

ÅThere are different types of dominant climate in Turkey 

ÁMediterranean Climate 

ÁRough Climate

ÁOceanic Climate

ÅThere are different types of dominant vegetation in Turkey 

ÁMountainous area in eastern Turkey

ÁHigh flat area in middle part of Turkey

ÁForest area in northern Turkey

ÁMaquis area in western and southern Turkey 

ÅClimate significantly influences economical activities, education 

level, and culture

Geographical Facts



General Facts
ÅTurkey is the only country among Islamic countries which has 

included secularism in the Constitution and practices it

ÅTurkish government system is parliamentary democracy with 

free market economy 

ÅTurkish population is about 70 million people, a quarter of 

whom residing in two major cities

ÅThe official language is Turkish, 7th most widely used 

language in the world

ÅThe major religion of Turkey is Islam

Á98% of population

ÁHigh tolerance to other religions



What is Turkish Flag Mean?

ÅThe most accepted legend of the origin of the flag is that 

the reflection of the star and crescent formation in a large 

pool of blood on the battlefield

ÅIn respect of Turkish heritage, red represents the 

hegemony and white represents power, justice, exaltation, 

purity



Historical Facts
ÅTurks founded 15 empires and 38 countries.

ÅAsian Hun Empire (B.C. 4. century ðA.D 1. century) 

ÁThe first military system

ÁThe Great Wall constructed to protect China from Turksõ attacks

ÁA branch of Huns immigration to Europe and foundation of a 

new nation so-called European Huns (A.D. 434ñ453) led by 

Atilla.

ÅAnatolian Seljuk Empire (1092 ð1307)

ÁFirst Crusade 1095-1099

ÁSecond Crusade 1147ð1149

ÁThird Crusade 1187ð1192

ÁFourth Crusade 1202ð1204



ÅOttoman Empire(1299-1922) 

ÁThe conquest of Istanbul in 1453

Á1453 ð1566 marks expansion of Ottoman Empire

ÁAncient Silk and Spice Routes were under Ottoman control

üEuropeans were relentlessly seeking alternate sea routes to access the 

wealth of world and strengthen their political status against Ottomans

ÁOttomanõs naval superiority was challenged by Portugese

ÁAfter 1566, the world landscape started to change dramatically

ü The Renaissance 

ü The French Revolution 

ü The Mass Production of Books

ÁThe World War I (1914 ð1918) was a kiss of death for Ottoman 

Empire
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ÅTurkish Republic(1923-Present)

ÁThe Turkish War of Independence (1919 ð1923)
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Turkish Leader

Mustafa Kemal Ataturk (1881 ï1938)

"Mankind is a singlebodyandeachnationa partof thatbody. We mustneversay'Whatdoesit
matterto me if somepart of the world is ailing?' If thereis suchan illness,we mustconcern
ourselveswith it asthoughwewerehavingthatillness."



From the stage of the world passed one of the most attentive and 

attractive men of history.

Chicago Tribune

Turkish Leader

Ataturk reminds one of this centuryõs greatest manõs historic 

successes, leadership that gives inspiration to the Turkish people, 

foresighted comprehension of the modern world and the power and 

high courage of a military leader. 

John F. KENNEDY (1963)

My sorrow is that, there is no more possibility to fulfill my strong wish 

about the meeting with this man.

Franklin D.ROOSEVELT (1963)



ÅSt. Nicholas, who became popular as Santa Claus, was born 

in Demre on Turkey's Mediterranean Coast

http://www.stnicholascenter.org
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